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Planning Application Ref; 2011/C472/02
Biffa Waste Services Ltd. at Newhurst Quarry

Dear Mr Bond,

I am writing to object strongly to the proposal to build a huge incinerator at Newhurst Quarry.

This second application is no different to the first in so far as it affects the landscape and people of this area. The applicant's offer to plant a few trees on Garendon Park and to pay the landowner towards upkeep of the listed buildings on his private estate will do nothing to mitigate against any of the objections residents made previously. 
The technology is the same, the size is the same and the traffic load is the same. My objections remain the same as before and I am not pleased to be inconvenienced in having to write to you again.
Location and Visual Impact
The location of the proposed incinerator is wholly unacceptable on visual grounds. The site is located in The National Forest and the proposed Charnwood Forest Regional Park within an area of outstanding beauty. The main building mass, flue stacks and plume will be visible over a large distance and will dominate the skyline introducing an alien, industrial building many times the size of any other existing in the area. It would be totally out of character in what is essential a rural landscape.

Biffa have not reduced the size of the incinerator and admit cannot that it cannot be screened from view. The colour scheme has been changed but this will do nothing to reduce the visual impact, rather it will make the building stand out even more. 
Restoration of the Quarries
Planning conditions relating to the mineral excavations require that restoration and regeneration is carried out when the work ceased. These should be applied for the benefit of wildlife and public. This restoration was part of the agreement with the National Forest and to replace it with an incinerator is wholly unacceptable. Given the status is greenfield land, the site should not be allocated for waste treatment.

Air Quality and Local health issues
Residents and GPs have pointed out the increased incidence of asthma and other chronic respiratory illness in the locality. 
Emissions from motorway traffic, aircraft using the East Midlands Airport and the Radcliffe on Soar power station already have a detrimental effect on the air quality in the area. It would be unacceptable to add emissions from the incinerator and its trucks.

The Planning Authority has a duty to refuse this application on the grounds of unacceptable impact on local air quality and health.

Alternatives

In the absence of the incinerator, business and householders will be encouraged to increase recycling rates by using:

· better segregation of waste to reduce contamination thus improving the quality and value of recyclables

· separate collection of compostable material

· separate collection of food waste for anaerobic digestion (AD). 

The Government are encouraging AD by making funds available to councils who wish to choose this technology and are taking steps to introduce a tax on incineration.

Incinerators should not be built close to residential areas. The Leicestershire County Council has other sites available to it and should consider these if it wishes to include incineration in its waste plans.

Incineration is being discouraged in Europe and the US and if it goes ahead, this incinerator will almost certainly fail to comply with future regulations.

No incinerators have been built in the US since 1995 and in Europe incinerators have being closed down following community pressure. 
I ask that the planning application to build an incinerator at Newhurst Quarry is refused both now and in future.
Yours faithfully
